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Sbviet Swords and Plowshares

By Seymour Melman

Dlrectors of instituies of the Sovlet
‘academy of Science, otficlals of the

verting military-uricnted [Inclories,
Tabaratorics and beses to chvillan

- work.

“Ta be sure, the pre-sympasium res
search by parlclpatng engioeers,

were nat well-maiched on the Soviel
slde. This Is to be changed, appar-
ently because Saviet ofilcials now at.

Lach Importance to economle convers |

slon planning as one way of strength-

State Plannihg end &
daputy jorelgn minlster have assured
e that It s now Lhe policy of the Gov-
arnment and of Mikhall 8. Gorbechev
e support plannlng for conversion
frem a military 1o & civillan economy.

AL i perles of meetings In Mascow,
wiile | attended the recenl mtema.
tional forum en disarmament, Savlet
officlals pledged cooperation for plun-
alng end cenduciing an Amgrican-
Soviet aympoglum on  coaversion

from a miliary 1o & clvillan economy.

The Soylet elde la to be coordinated
by the lpfuential Institule an the
11,5.A. and Canada, headed by Georgl

-:A ATbarey, The aporisor in the United
States Is the American Counell of
Laarned Socictles.”

Al the symposium, which probably
will convence In America before the
end of thix year, both sldes are o
present papers on problems of con-
e e .

Seymuur Melman, professor of indus;
irial engingering at Columbla Univer-
iy, 15 American coardinalor of the
profected American-Sqviet  sym-
poslurm oA ¢conomic conversinn

and planners does nnt Aulomatically
Basure implenentaton by both gov-
ernmenis. But Lhe process of develap-
ing knowledge on convwerslon for
bath countries deflnes new policy op-
tlons.

There are bwo meln links belween
canversion planping and disarma-
ment.

First, with workable economic con-
verslon plans In place, & mutuatly
wgreed upon reversal of the arme
race can be made inta an economic
vpporinity and pot & penalty for the
people lpvolved. -

In the

ening reconstruction,

“This may help explaln why the
State Planning , Commlsston, which
had long taken the poslilon that con-
varsion plaaning would be carried on
only after poiiltcal détente with the
Unlted Slates, has changed Its view,

In both cowltyied, conversion re-
quires that elvilian products and pro-
ducilon methods mist be deflned lor
fachltes (hat have primarity served
the miliary slnce the end of World
War I In both, conversion requises
planning far retralning managers, en-
glneers aud workers who have long

Second, growing
y of

pr don will, 1
think, engourpge disarmement ne-
goclalions,

Conversion could eper major op-
porunities for ecopomic develop-

" ment in both countrics a5 milllons of

skilled minds and hands, and large
caplial resources, were applied lo
elviitan taska.

A conversion symposium held in
Moscow 1n 1984 was of Umited value
because the American

Shifting from
amilitary

to a civilian
€Cconoemny.

been accustomed ta ways of werklig
that suit military needs but that are
natserviceuble for chvilian work.
American palicy 5tlll seems Lo rest
upon the degpma thal “the market”
will eope with any adjostment io
civillan work mnd ghat advancs con-
verslon planining is thus unnecessary.
The Federsl Government does nor
yei appreciale {15 Indispensable link
to natonel econemic developmenl
Not surprisingly, the Penlagon op-
poses leglslation for conversion plan-
nlng. One such blll has been proposed

« In the Rouse by Representative Ted

Welss, Democrat of New Yark, along
with more than 40 co-spunsocing col-
leagues.

This recent vislt to Moscow — my
siuth — was charncierized by a de-
gree of stralght {alk and cooperatian
by my hosts that was unprecedented
In my experience. With Jlitle advance
nolice, visiLs were arranged taprinct-
pal machloe-toal factories, and [ was
quickly able lo meel with senior ofll-
cinls in Government and In the Acad-
emyof Science.

‘This much Is clear: Mascow's new
inldntlves toward economic conver-
slon planning open up fresh oppar-
winities for both Saviet and American
policy, domestic and foreiga. =]



