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Twenty-five years after the start of
the puclear age jn 1945, policy-formu-
lating -ideologists - af ‘the Amerieah
estatlishment condnue 1o advecate an
American world mission: Pax Ameri-
cana based upon 118, military power.
Io the name of goals like a suswined
1.5, armed presence in Asia, thinkers
like W.W. Rostow and Henzy Kissinget
rationalize the priority. use -of this
country’s treasure and brains for build-

Ing and nperating ever more powerful -

nuclear and conventional forces.

The wonder is that these systems
of rationalization are taken seriepsly
by large publics and by policy-makers
and the Congress. For tha Teasonlng
behind a military-based Pax Ameri-
cana, apart fram its moral ruthlessnesy
and arrogance, suffers from two basic
flaws: first, obsclete assumptions an
the nature of military power; second,
false estimares of the economic conse-
quenres of mifitary priozities.

Since 1945, nuclear weapens and
guem]lawz:'farehavetraﬂsfeﬂnednmb
tary power and its mses. A ‘wealthier
sociely could omee achisve military
superiority against cpponents with
Tesser industrial wealth, However, ¢nes.
many.nuclear weapons could he deliv-
ered by all apnonents, then the effact
of relative wealth wes checkmated, As
ruclear power excesdad one kill and
entered the overkifl renge, it ceased
to matter tiat one opponent bad more
weapons: . all bename equs.uy vulner-
-nble, - -

- The US. can mow deliver, with its
‘blggest missiles and ptanes alone, mora
than forty nucleer. watheads for each
Soviet city with populations of 100,800
ez more. (Allowng for the excess of
explosive force in modern -weapons,

gompared with those of Hiroshima, the

U.S.-could overldll-the. Soviets more

than "1,000 times) The Soviets tam
destroy America’s major citles at Jeast .

alzreen times over. But having mote
averkill is no ‘advantege; having less
no disadvantage, * (If the US. and
Seviet armaments were exchanged,
would it make any difference?).

1n place of traditional military eom-
petence, the jdeglogues of Pax Ameri-
cama maw offer deterrence: ag oppo-
zent 15 to bo frozen inte immobility in
Tational response to a credible threat.
However, any people—inciuding lead-
ers—fespond to threats with enlarged
hostifity and aggmsslon, But this pre-
cagfous psychalagical inference Is put .
forth by the ideciogies of Pax Ameri-
cana as though % was a self-evident
twuth,

" Prior_to madem guerrilla wardare,

en Industrial” state could translate. its

producton capacity into military supe-
rority against a less productive popu-

Jation, Guerrilla warfars can frisirate
the previous advantage of industrial- -

ized states when the guerrila sifort
satisfies three conditicns: {2) The men
{nvolved are prepared 1o sacrifice their
Iives, (b) They are supported in their
operations by a surounding popua-
tion; (¢) The oppoment cannot differ-
ent.al.e v.he guerrillas from the urd.mzry
Under these
gven elaborately. equipped.- apponents
carnot overcon:e puerrilla farces short

tion. . )
The eifects of nuclsar weapons and

guerrilla warfare compel reassessment

of famlliar - categores like military
superority. . What does being ahead
men when possésaing more: ar less
uverkill cannot be translated Into any-
thing that fa  inilitarily. or humanly
meaningful? And what remeins of tra-
ditional military supeziocity wher shoe-
less peasants lacking armor, heavy
weapons, a navy- or an aic force can
frustrate & military win by the armed
fore with the most fizepower and
meost elaborate equipment ia the world?

of changlng (5) by populatien destruc.-

Pax Ameﬂcana I: The Pentagon Way

"Even thuughu"ul m:n seem to hava_

' great difficulty in adjusting 1o the new’

lmits of military power. A distln.
puished Senator once wrote 1o me that
Vour defense philosophy Is indeed out-
meded” if the mutual overkill has !
becoma the strategic conditlon How-
ever, he zdded, it wonld require excep- |
tiopal courage for the average member
at ‘Congtess to seguiesee 1o a situa-
tion in which the United States wes.
at & quantitative nuclesr disadvantage.
yis-&-viy the Soviet Union. I confesz

. that I would feel uneasy ahout it my- -

self, ever i I were intellectually con-

vinced that a factor of greater than
100 times overddll was mconsequwﬁai
1o the national security.” .

“These new conditions challenge ﬂ:e

_world view and tha self] identity of .

many men.” Else how to explaln that
men can Jook at the military, transfors
mation and not gee 2 -

The outmoded, l‘ulure-‘p:nn! ltﬂb- i
egies of Pax Amerizana must be

réplaced with just Pax. o

trial Enginezring ot Columdla Univer-
sity, author of “Pantagon Capi
and ;ochaiman of SANE.

Seymour Mebmon ts Professor uf Tndwse

lism




