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Paﬁi‘ Americana II: Cost of ‘Mﬂitarism

By SEYMOUR MELMAN

Tha policy-mukees of the Eennedy-
Johnson-Nixor era poclafmed thak the
Tnited States I3 rich encugh to have
armed foreey for =everal wars at ooce,
aven whils making gremr sacieties;
roductive engugh ty v mote gops
and more burter Yo thia day, former
yovemmant officisls like W. W. Ros-
0w afflrm thia patently Ialse propssi-

Sioea [945, the United Stata azent
1,100 bilion for military gurposes, of
which the war in Vielam accounts
for about 3150 billion. 1,160 hillion
exceeds the value of ail business and
residential structues in the United
Statea. Tach yrar, of toucsc. the pay-
ments (o7 milltary work were coumcsd
as part of the mation’s Gross Natlonal
Product, whils theic role in eroding
s value of tie dollar wes overloaked.

Erougmlsts hava misled themselves
and the nation by reling on 3 fu
tionally undifferentiated mensure of
econoatic growth Taus the rise of
GNP fram $502 billion in 1380 ta
3932 BUTlon In 1969 doey aat distin-

guish berwese growth that (s eco-
Tomlally profuctive ard the growtn
that s parageic. Productive geowsh
includes goods and serviges thac form
part of the lavel of Jiving, or that can
b used for turther prodectlon, Ay this

- acGHomicehune: nnal criterion, apart
from other yardstleka, goods and seree
foes that are ot 'part of the leval of
lng or cenmol be used for furher
production are economically parasis

Having given priority in puiliz hu
#ty and technival talent to §1,100 bi
lion of parsaitic econcmic Frowth, tain
natien js now ceaging a whirlwiod ot
economic and human depletion. The
& per cent of GNP, lecaly wsed for
166 military kas included more than
£0 per cent of the netion's rechnical
resenschers,

By July, 1869, while President Kixon
was hafl

New York Cliy was sutfering 2 com-
bined breakdown [n central wower i
gl the telephone syrtem and railroad

wSonton, WalRbe poven o

teial gountrwy, (Europeen egaw-r; re-
port thac machines datlng irom 1940

ologleally and ecganizatian:
. d:plel:d 0d incempetent o Sold
et alone inierratienal, mar
“vse inciude: apartment houze
consiruction, ship-building, steel and
many of the machicery groducing
ndustries. ‘The railroads resemble
Taonerville Trofleys. Many military-
niuscey engineers now have a trained
neapacity far clvilian werk.

The health services of the nation

show obwioualy poor psrformadce. The
rasio of physicians to popvlatlon has
been decilning gince 1830, The nation
needs an aversge of threr aew medical
schotls per gtale by 1335, and iy dus

zamined by Selec
re unacceptahle hecanse
af physical and educational defacte.
1 the Eeynesians were rigat and mil-
ilary spending stimulates the sconomy
geeialty, then how ean ong explein

short-changes 40 per cent of it young.
peapis in bealth care and edvrtion

et Cibern

end leaves the clviian Indusirial ays
tem to deteriorata?

Ey fiacal year 1871, the Federal
Sudget used B4 per cent of 42X dol-
Jars 1o pay for wars, pest and gresent.
The Adminiatration Elaimzd that i€ wal
using 4l per cear for "wman e
sources” and 38 per cent for the mili-
Sanater Mark Hatfisld has saown
tha this misleading portrsit was made
by hmping together Sactal Seaurity
gayments. velezans' benelits and the
cosis ul the Selectlve Ssrvice system
and eaunt-
g Social Security trust fands as
though they were discretionary funds,

The accomtpanylnig teble on‘milicary
spending and national productivity ex-
plains wiry Geomaty and Japer have
forged sheed in clvillan mecainery
and ¢lecropics compattd with the
Trited States. Tae arcallects of Pax
Amerieana have prefered fo sustain
the pawer of tta Beatsfon despite the
comrosive effects of the militry ex-
travaganza oo the American economy
and society.

o
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are the
key Vemanes of the Infraacrucrurs
equired for an industciel jociely. Ac-
cordingly, the Largest city of the rich-
st nation on earth displayed the main
aspects of an underdrveloped ceonamy.
‘America's industrial  technologies,
this mation's economic

compatence aad long 1 source of real
pride, are now the Scene of widespread
deterioration, Thiz pation’s machine
100l stock i the aldest of any indus-

Military Spending and National Productivity

ailitacy Spending, Percenc Growth Rate
Pereens of GNP in Dutput, Per Employe
1966 T 19501865
United sStates £, 24
West Germany 41 53 .
Japan 10 7




