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Military realities vs. the ‘missile

SEYMOUR MELMAH

NEW YORK — The teaning of
the October 1662 Cubar. missllc
crisis bas bren eiscead and s
lnssana abscured.

Far 25 years. bwo aspects of the
crials have been glven priorily at-
Lention: the Soviel witharawal of
thelr mizslies (rom Culia anil the
slyle and steategy of the While
itouse deliberatious durlng the
fateful weck of Oct, 22-28, 1982
The eeicheation of these aceoil-
plishments left a core queslion vir-
wally unattended: Wikal was the
cavsa of this erisls In Lhe first
place? Gen, Maxwell G. Taylor.
chalrman of the Jomnt Chiefs uf
Staff under Kennedy. has asked:
“Why, ol why did he {Khoush-
chev] put the iplsalles in Cubasin
the firat place?” [F il Soviets liad
succeeded in emplacing short- acd
stermediale-range missiles
Cuba In 1952, what would they
Tiave aceoioplished?

In hits Aczount of Proaklent
Lennedy s short tenure, Theodose
Sorcrigen, Lhe president’s spesch
wrlter and confidanl, Hsled 14
pusaldle reasans that were conjec-
Lured ke White Louse to ex-
plaln phe Soviel move. Dul (hat
list meant no explanation.

The altempl to crnpface short
and Iulermediate-range missiies
10 Cuba made golld scnse for the
Soviots. For thelr icndzrs, 1t wasa
necessary response (o a despoiate
ratlitary sltuation Into whicli the
Sovlets liad been eocnered by a sc-
rlea of remarkable American sue-
cesaes with military material and
mititary Intcigenee
S vn. Soviet Unlon

By the end of 1962, the United
Statzs had more than 300 lanad-
based iaterconlinental missiles
and 3 Mecl of Polarls missile sub-
siarlnes. The Sovizts had four ta
wrv lnmat e TRV 1662 While

Soviety militarydechnteal Infor-
MaLon. ApaTs fon wany hoors o
talle with Western agents doring
several frips Lo Weslern Europe.
His trlal &ad execullon o Aprl
1963 werg dollawed iy shakeups
I0 nany top military asslgnments
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Between Augusl. when Por-
Kovsky was plaged under close
survelllance, and Oeloter 1962,
the Sovict high command hadl
strong grounds for concluding
that snowhdge 0 tha hande of
Penkovshy was alsa Li the hands
of the US government. Suvict top
pllicers, tralned In nuslear mill
tary cretelite D to ronehude thiak
L Ucriled Slates then posscssed
decistve adwanilage 1n arms and
inlebligence. and that the Soviel
Unlon ne longer wielded a ceedible
urlear deterrent. That Infaigine
wag surely reinforee
cussion among Amrrlean
fense ntelleeluzls * about ihe me-
Its wf a "frel sirlke” tn nusiear
war, and Ly the confldent sdup-
tian af a flexible puclear war-
fiphling stiulugy by e presidetit
anil kis seeretary of delense.

The Cubsn mile

Al this meant that 1 resto:-
afton of o ¢redible Sovlet auzlear
weapons Hhreal was urgenlly ac
quiced. This was alowst ebtslaed
by the Sovlet effart ta place shorl
and (Dlermediate-mnge nissiles
Ia Cuba

The Gulun site wos espeaially
sulterl. It was 90 mites from the US
malnland. bypassiig the main US
ICBM warnkag syslem louated to
the naeth: It was wilhin range of
soulhcasiern US cllles and Lis
it afforded secure cantyot of mis:
stles levent IF warheads were starcl
1n Suvlel submarines alfstorel.
and 1L #ssuced 5 coordinated oper-
allon for transporling and cm-
plreing the missile batierles coukl
D i e cmten
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crisis does not accord with the

chararteristic hubris of the Kennedy
White House staff and its overconjident
judgment — to the point of self-decelt —
about the shrewdness and wisdom of the:
neaottation scenarlo that finally

The understanding of the missile




