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Innovation, not hidden war agenda wdl save econony

By Scymour Mclmnn

NEW YORK
George Dush, former dircctor of the
ClA, is pursuing a h:gh-nsk strategy in
the Mlddlc East. He is ignaring the law
and the Congress in his prepard mu for
war, Checkmating the Iraqi cegime's bru-
La} 1awlessness requires neither lawlessness
aur the brutality of o terrible war, Patient
and frm application of LN, sanctions
and metheds of collective scourity can de-
feala dcspcr-\tc dletator. - . -
Why, then, is Bush rushing down he
path of anothier waslci'ul and dr,sll\lcuw:

ard
Qil supply is no issuc. The embargo on

Seppiour Melnan s profesior eme inr'
of inelustrig enginecring ot Columbia Uni-
versity e chairman of the Natfonal Com-
wission for Economic Conversion asd Dis-
arsidinent. Iy most recent book f5 “1he

" Demilitarized Socfery,” 1988, ilarvest
Houwse, Mowmreal,

Traq did notling o change the inderna-
tional abundince of oil. For the foture, a
war in the gl wouid include destruction
nf the highly vulncrable unl wells, pipe-:
incrics and aifshore

. The Bush adminis-
tration s erying wull" aboul oil 1o fright-
en ordmnry people, 1o justify the pas
pump price escalation snd 10 nvcud acling,
on alternative cncrgy sources, cspccm]!y
rencwable cnergy 1CL|)I'IO|DgICS .

n's furcign policy
[![(JJECIS a series of military confronfations
in he Third World. ‘The real objegtive of
phaving 400,000 Americans in the gull is
104 Iucve a permanent nu[unry presence |
to dominate the pulll This would Jusm‘y a
conlinnation of cnormous U.S. military
Luclpets thal assure the prospetily of mili-
tary indusiry, a5 well ag (he puwer of Bush,
now the CEO ol the military-industrial

comptc)t .
Such policizs have goued our'econuin
Civilian public wosks tlat shape the qui

1y of lifc outside the home recelved’24

 the

“percent of federal speading in 1960, but n
mere {1 percent in 1990, The operation of
the war cconomy from 1945 10 1949 nsed
up $8.2 teillion 1 resources of every kind
{measured in 1982 doflars), ‘This exceeded
1982 value of alil ol LL&. industry and
infrastruciyre — §7.3 o,
Priority given 10 a permancnt war cean-
-omy new amounts te a domeslic war on
“the middle ¢lasscs and minorities, chil-
dren and the poor, single pasents and the
thomeless apd eldery. Long prmn[y to lhe
imifilary lias praduced decay in'U.8. in-
.dusiry and inlrastructurc. Incompetence
-in production has become 2 central prob-
“lem of American econany,
Busli now proposes A furiher esc adlon
in US. militarism, Direct U:S. costs of
war (i1 the gulf would be about $50billion,
wills a cost in lives that could reach 45,000
American dead and wouudc«L memg on
Vieinam waur expericnce, wc reckon
sindirect cost to the U.5. cconomy
‘of a’gull war. wotld:be o wither $190
These costs fucther will eplete the

resources needed to tebuild our socicty.

- What is $50 bn]lnon? ll is hall the price
ofcicctnl‘ymg re-cquipping the main-line
raifroads of the Uniled States. That task
would create praductive employment for
williens and cause the renewal of enlirg
industries thal have viriuadly disappeared
from the U:mcd States. Once buill, the
new rail lines would provide modern
wransperiation (or mare than a hall-cen-
wry and contribute uncountable biilions
of dollars of use-value for consumers and.
producers.

What is the meaning of the $190 biftion
social cost of a gulf war? This is the value
of production fergone owing to dead and
wounded withdrawn from clivilian wark,
inlerest charpes for (he federal borrowing
(o pay for the war, the cost of veterans'
pensions and medieal care, ele., ¢te. In
such caleulations of social cost there is ne
way (o account for human pain and loss,
for the gricf of parents, children and fanti-
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Direct, indirect costs of war would deplete resources to rebuild
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lies caused by the extinction or warping of
young lives.

tost Americans caanol afford Bush's
treacherous domestic and fereign policies.
‘They need rebuilding at home by conver-
sian from militacy 1o civitian production
.!m] priotities. This would help genceate a
large peace dividend Lo eradicate the patn
and the disgroce of impoverishment in the
United States.

The new Congress can

overturn the disastrous

budget deal struck last October, that continued a
Cold War overkill military stance, and recast

America’s budget prioritl

es Lo meet urgent social,

environmental and economic needs, This will
require fresh attention to economic conversion
legistation.

Ty senle and scope of an ic al-
ternalive to Bush's enlarged war economy
is indicated by a well-defined set of na-
tionat needs, targets for a constructive
peace dividend, amounting to $165 billion
of annual autlays, as follows:

M Comprehensive housing pregram —
$30 billlon, .

B Department of Education spending
— §30 billion,

M Repair of reads, bridges, water and
sewer syslems -— $26 billion.

W Other cducation needs (| rcschoul fa-t
cilities repair, &1s.) — 323

M Ralioaclive waste clcnmlp — $17.5
hitlion,

O Toxic wasle cleanup — $ 16 bililon.

M Miscolianeous health costs — $12.5

Lillon.
M Elcctrification of U.S. rail syslem —
$IU Billion.

' The new Congress can everturn e di-
sastrous budgel deal struck last Gctober,
(hat confinued a Cold War overkill mili-
lary stance, and recast America’s l:u:lgcl
priorities (o meel urgent social, eaviron-
mentsl and econamic needs, This witl re-
quire fresh attention 1a (he cconantic con-

Pversion legislation sponsored by

Congressman Ted Weiss and fast en-
dorsed by 75 members of the House,

A substantive process to convert mili-
tary indusiry o civiltan work will rclease
vast human, scientific, technolopicat and

industrial resources for constructive
tasks.

For all thesz reasons, politi
elMorts to constzain Iraq's wotalitanian re-
gime and sentle the gulf crisis can and
should be designed 0 set precedents for
peacefuf resolutions of other crises in the
Middie Cast and elsewhere.

Such methads raust include leritgriat
<leilitarization, compensation for affect-
ed people, the phasing in and oul of TN,
pcacckccpmg fnlccs, recourse to arbitra-
tiom, e Woilkd Court and plebiscites Tor
sclllu\g disputes. Each of these methods
ean play an important part in msnlving'
Ahe present polf crisis and other Middle
East conilicts, Territorial demilitarization,

L and allicd

|
]
i
§
i

lor example, is a slraiegy for addressing
1he extracidinary quantilies and deslrug- -
live cap1luhl|cs ol weapons now slock-
p:]cd in the varicus Middle East coun-_
Irics,

Such perspectives are no longer far-
letched, Once the Uniled Stales, the So-
viet Union aad the European community '
juined forces fo eperate the United Na-
Ilons mgehanismes for coping with the gull
crisis, it became possible Lo take further
steps along such lines within the U.N:
framework.

Ne single stale or set of states in the
Middle East could stand against the com-
bined cconomic power of the U.S.-‘,
U.S.8.R.-Euvropean combine. That power, |
applied in concert via available U.N. ma- |
chinery, has the potential for compelling
dispule scillements and muiual demilita-
rizalion in the Middle East, thercby defus- |
ing cven Lhe most volatile confrontations |
such as those between Trag-Kuwait, 1srael- -
stinians, Israel-Syria, Syria-Lebanon,
Turkey-[ran.
ty el our lives at home and
America’s relation with the rest of the

"world will be sirongly affected by our

readiness o use innovalive methods for
rcsolvmg the gulf crisis.




